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KING AHAZ: Did He Do Wrong?
Victor M. Eskew

After the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon, the kingdom of Israel divided into the northern
and southern kingdoms. Twenty kings reigned in Israel, the northern kingdom. Twenty kings
reigned in Judah, the southern kingdom. All of the kings of Israel were wicked. Over and over, it
is said of them: “They departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” In the southern
kingdom, a few of the kings practiced righteousness.

The majority, however, did evil in the sight of the Lord. Ahaz was the twelfth king of Judah.
We read of his reign in II Kings 16 and II Chronicles 28. In this article, we want to look at one of
the actions Ahaz took as the monarch and make application of it today. Let’s first set the stage.
Ahaz had two enemy kings come against his nation, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of
Remaliah king of Israel (Il Kings 16:5). In fear, Ahaz petitioned Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria for
assistance. He solicited Tiglath-pileser by taking the silver and gold from the house of the Lord



and also the treasures from his own house and
offering them as a gift to the Assyrian ruler.
Ahaz’s wicked plans worked. “And the king of
Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of As-
syria went up against Damascus, and took it,
and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and
slew Rezin (II Kings 16:9). After this defeat,
Ahaz met Tiglath-pileser in the defeated city of
Damascus.

While in the wicked city of Damascus, Ahaz
saw an altar that impressed him greatly. In fact,
he was so smitten with the altar that he “sent to
Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and the
pattern of it, according to all the workmanship
thereof. And Urijah the priest built an altar ac-
cording to all that king Ahaz had sent from Da-
mascus...” (Il Kings 16:10-11).

When Ahaz came back from Damascus, “he
approached to the altar and offered thereon™ (II
Kings 16:12). He then “brought also the brazen
altar, which was before the Lord, from the fore-
front of the house, from between the altar and
the house of the Lord, and put it on the north
side of the altar. And king Ahaz commanded
Urijah the priest, saying, Upon the great altar
burn the morning burnt offering, and the eve-
ning meat offering, and the king’s burnt sacri-
fice, and his meat offering, with the burnt offer-
ing of all the people of the land, and their meat
offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle
upon it the blood of the burnt offering, and all
the blood of the sacrifice: and the brazen altar
shall be for me to inquire by” (II Kings 16:14-
15).

The title of our article asks the question:
“Did he do wrong?” All Ahaz did was add an-
other altar to the service of God. He did not do
away with, or destroy, the old altar. He merely
used a more glorious altar to handle the sacri-
fices that were offered. A couple of other things
need to be pointed out. First, there was no spe-
cific command that forbad Ahaz from using this
new altar. Second, a priest of God assisted him

in both building the altar and sacrificing
thereon. Again, we ask: “Did Ahaz do wrong?”’

This writer believes that most individuals
would admit that Ahaz was wrong for introduc-
ing another altar into the service of God. In this,
they would be correct. II Kings 16:2 sums up
the reign of Ahaz with these words: “...and did
not that which was right in the sight of the Lord
his God, like David his father.” God did not ap-
prove of his actions. So the answer to our ques-
tion is: “Yes, Ahaz was wrong in his actions.”

What is amazing, however, is that so many
individuals today fail to see that much of what is
done in the religious world today follows in the
footsteps of Ahaz. The New Testament does not
authorize instruments of music in Christian wor-
ship, but they have been brought in by most reli-
gious groups. The Word of God does not com-
mand us to have an assembly on Saturday night,
but churches assemble anyway and partake of
the Lord’s Supper and give of their means.
Women in positions of leadership over men in
both the worship and organizational structure of
the church are not authorized. Apparently, many
have seen this practiced in Assyria, and, like
Ahaz, they liked what they saw. Therefore,
many churches have women usurping the au-
thority over the man. Praise teams, Children’s
Church, hand-clapping, raising hands in wor-
ship, dimming the lights, drawing pictures of
Jesus, and a host of other things are also compa-
rable to the altar of Ahaz.

Ahaz would have honored God if he had just
carried out what God commanded. The same is
true of man today. Paul wrote: “And whatsoever
ye do in word of deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father
by him” (Col. 3:17). Following God’s designs
carefully and specifically will never be wrong
(Matt. 7:21). Adding to His commands, how-
ever, is always wrong (Deut. 4:2, Prov. 30:6:
Rev. 22:18). If you don’t believe this, just ask
Ahaz.



ATTENTION

We, at Green Plain, are more
than happy to mail the Green
Plain Proclaimer to any and all
who desire our publication. We
hope and pray that it is a bene-
fit to you. We are currently up-
dating our mailing list, so if you
are not a current member of
the Green Plain congrega-
tion, and wish to continue re-
ceiving our bulletin, please fill
out the form below and mail it
back to the church building at:
Green Plain Church of Christ
3980 Murray Paris Road
Hazel, KY 42049
Or, you may email your name
and address to:
greenplain@greenplain.org

Thank you for your help in this
matter. May God continue to
bless you.

Address:

Zip Code

Prayer List: Kayla Adams, Paul Bran-
don, Darlene Hale (Mary Vincent's sister),
Wayne Pond, Bennie Tyson, and any
who may be in need of our prayers.

Shut-ins:
Mary Miller.

Anne Brinkley, Tom Meredith &

NEw

Jackson Thomas Wyatt was
2 born Sunday, the 25th, and he

weighed 7 Ibs 3 oz. The proud
‘*Q« fﬁ grandparents are James & Jan

Visitation Group #1 meets Sunday, the 1st.
Gospel Meeting: Mt. Olive Church of

Christ, August 1-5, 7:30 pm (Sunday), 7:00
pm (Monday - Thursday) with Virgil Hale.

Youth Rally: Glendale Church of Christ
(Newbern, TN), August 6-7, with Joe Wells.
If you wish to attend or need more informa-
tion, please contact Teri Meredith. We need
to give them a number attending by Sunday,
August 1st.

‘And whatsoever ye do
in word or deed, do all
in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and
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Jesse Vincent & Tristan Enoch WHAT ONE MUST DO TO BE SAVED
Hear the gospel
COLLECT COMMUNION CUPS
Cheyenne & Cadence Sellars Remember to Jn. 20"30];3;" Rom. 10:17
elieve
SONG LEADERS: bring shacks Rom. 1:16; Acts 18:8; Heb. 11:6
Sunday Morning.....Charles Enoch for the Repent

Sunday Evening.....Larry Enoch X
Wednesday.....Bill Stubblefield hospital.
Substitute.....James Pigg

Lk 13:3;24:47; Acts 3:19; 17:30
Confess faith in Christ
Mt. 10:32, Acts 8:37, Rom. 10:10

LAWN CARE: Larry Enoch : Be baptized (immersed)
GREETERS: Rex & Margrette Enoch ﬁ P antry |tem Mz. 1?;9’;!1 96; ﬁlillg IG6alI 63124;NC(2713§]]2 ();! ;28;3 222] 16;
If you are unable to serve, please > o Corn Continue faithful unto death

contact Jesse Vincent at 293-1537.

Mt 25:21,34: 2 Pt. 1:1-11; Rev. 2:10; 1 Jn. 1:6-9




